A BST RA CT Ferns and fern a llies from Agu ascalientes , Mexico were s tudied. Fifty-five localities distributed in all municipios of the state were surveyed. Seventy-seven taxa were found: se venty species of fern s, five species of Selagin ella. one spec ies of Equisetum, and one spec ies of l soetes. Forty taxa are new records for Aguascalientes. Among the ferns, Cheilanthes and Polypodium are the most diverse and abundant genera, usually occurring in xerophytic associations or dry fore sts. Selaginella is also common in Aguascalientes, and inh abits rocky cliffs in dry environments. Equisetum and lsoetes are restricted to marshy places.
INTRODUCTION
Aguascalientes is the third smallest state of Mexico at 5589 krn -. It is located between 21°38'03"N and 22°07'06"W in the central part of Mexico. In the north. east and west, it is bordered by Zacatecas. and to the south by Jalisco. Aguascalientes is divided into II municipios (counties): Aguascalientes , Asientos, Calvillo, Cosfo , EI Llano, Jesus Marfa, Pabe1l6n de Arteaga , Rinc6n de Romos, San Franci sco de los Romo, San Jose de Gracia, and Tepezala (Fig . I) . A great central plain with some low elevations is the predominant physiography of Aguascalientes. Xerophytic scrub w ith thorny elements (Acacia farn esiana (L.) Willd., Prosopis laevigata (Humb. & Bonpl. ex Willd .) M. C. Johnst., Mimosa biuncifera Benth ., Opuntia streptacantha Lem ., etc.) is the most common vegetation of the central plain. In the northwest, there is a mountainous region with an elevation that ranges from 1570 to 2900 m. It is dominated by Juniperus, Pinus, and Quercus forest associations. In the southwest, there is a small subtropical scrub area with Bursera fagaroides (Kunth) Engelm., Ficus petiolaris Kunth, Leucaena esculenta (DC.) Benth., Lysiloma microphyllum Benth., and Myrtillocactus g eom etri rans (Mart.) Console as dominant elements (De la Cerda and Siqueiros 1985) . The climate of Aguascalientes is semi-dry with a n average temperature and precipitation of 17.4°C and 526 mm, respectively (Anonymous 1981 ) .
Botanically, Aguascalientes was barely explored until 1980 , when the "Flora del Estado de Aguascalienres" project was initiated. Aquatic plants, cacti , grasses, medicinal plants, legumes, oaks, pines, and composites among others have been published (De la Cerda 1996 , 1999a Garcia 1999a, b;  Siqueiros 1996 Siqueiros , 1999a . The pteridophytes of Aguascalientes have been little studied. Mickel (1992) and Rzedowski and McYaugh (1972) c ited 37 and seven species, respectively. This study thus expands our knowledge of the ferns and their allies, documenting 77 species of pteridophytes in Aguascalientes, following the class ification used by Mickel (1992) and Flora of North America (1993) . We include in " pterido phytes " ferns and fern allies, as traditionally construed (Knobloch and Correll 1962; Smith 1981; Mickel and Beitel 1988; Lellinger 1989; Mickel 1992) . Although, we know now that " pte ridophytes" are not a natural group (Duff and Nickrent 1999; Soltis et a1. 1999 ; Pryer et al. 2001) , we still use this term since it includes plants with a similar life history and standing at a similar evolutionary level (Mickel 1992) .
METHODS
The goal of this study was to document the number of species of pteridophytes that occur in Aguascalien- 10. San lose de Gracia. I I. Tepezala , tes, their distribution, and habitat. The study included plants collected throughout the state over several years. Fifty-five localities distributed in all municipios were surveyed. We also included herbarium specimens from GUADA, HUAA, MEXU, RSA-POM, and US, as well as literature records (Rzedowski and McVaugh 1972; Mickel 1992) . Pteridophytes were identified using various treatments (Tryon 1956 (Tryon , 1957 Knobloch and Correll 1962; Knobloch 1976; Gregory and Riba 1979; Mickel 1979 Mickel , 1992 Smith 1981 Smith , 1993 Aguirre 1983; Palacios-Rios and Riba 1983; Pacheco and Lorea-Hernandez 1985; Mickel and Beitel 1988; Palacios-Rios 1990; Tryon et al. 1990; Mickel and Valdespino 1992; Windham 1993; Moran and Riba 1995) . The pteridophytes checklist is organized alphabetically by genus and species, following the Mickel (1992) treatment. Family names follow Flora of North America (1993) . The checklist includes locality, organized alphabetically by municipio, vegetation type, elevation (except for species cited in the literature), collector, and collection number. For collections lacking a collection number (s.n.) the herbarium accession number is provided. All specimens are from Aguascalientes and are deposited at HUAA, unless otherwise indicated. Several specimens obtained from literature citations (not seen) lack herbarium references. 
